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Amendments to the Claims: 

The listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for provisioning services within a computer message 

2 interchange n etwork, the method comprising: 

3 providing a message interchange network hav ing a plurality of services associated 

4 therewith, each of which are accessi ble hv others of the plurality of services, each 

5 service representing one or more computer applications on one or more computing 

6 devices accessible to other computing devices through the message interchange 

7 network, the message inf »yrfi5m g g r network heing a hosted network overlaying a public 

8 network and operable to mediate mes sages sent between the services so that each 

9 service receives messages in a format specified b y the respective service, without the 

10 senders of the messages being aware ofthe specified format: 

1 1 receiving an offer pertaining to a service, the offer being created "by a provider of the 

12 service to which the offer pertains, and being t ransmitted from a first device to a second 

1 3 dev&e service manager w ithin the computer m essage interchange network, the service 

14 manager being operable to track information pertaining to the offer and to invitees that 

15 are invited to access the service of the offer, and to setup permissions between an 

16 invitee and the service if the invitee accepts the offer: 

17 receiving identifying information regarding one or more invitees to be invited to access 

1 8 the service of the offer, the one or more invitees being transmitted from the first device to the 

19 s econd device service manager, and 

20 in response to receipt of the offer and the identifying information regarding the one or 

21 more invitees, providing by the service manager a n invitation to each of the one or more 

22 invitees to access the service of the offer through the message in terchange network and 

23 based on the received identifying information. 

1 2. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the invitation is provided in the form 

2 of an email. 
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1 3 . (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the invitation is provided m the form 

2 of a message or an FTP (file transfer protocol) drop. 

1 4. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 

2 providing a unique URL address (Uniform Resource Locator) for each one or more 

3 invitees; and 

4 providing the corresponding URL address in the each invitation to each invitee, wherein 

5 the URL address points to one or more web pages which allows the each invitee to register 

6 identifying information and accept terms for the offer. 

1 5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 4, 

2 wherein the unique URL address is provided to the provider by a provisioning service 

3 implemented on the second device, and 

4 wherein the provider sends the each invitation to each of the one or more invitees. 

1 6. (Original) A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the each invitation i$ provided by a 

2 provisioning service implemented on the second device, 

1 7. (Original) A method as recited in claim I, further comprising storing the offer and its 

2 associated one or more invitees. 

1 8. (Original) A method as recited in claim 7, 

2 wherein the offer and its associated one or more invitees are only stored when the 

3 provider is authorized to create the offer, and 

4 wherein the invitation is only provided to the one or more each invitees when the 

5 provider is authorized to create the offer. 

1 9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 8, further comprising sending an error message to 

2 the provider when the provider is not authorized to create the offer. 

1 10. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising presenting a registration 

2 input form to a first invitee of the one or more invitees for the offer when the first invitee 

3 accesses the invitation. 

1 11. (Ox^ginal) A method as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the identifying information received 

2 for the first invitee is pre-filled into the presented registration form 
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1 1 2. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the invitation to the each one or more 

2 invitees farther allows the each one or more invitees to accept the invitation. 

1 13. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, further coinprising presenting an acceptance 

2 link to the first invitee when the invitee submits the registration form with identifying 

3 information. 

1 14. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, farther comprising: 

2 setting up permissions between the first invitee and the service when the first invitee 

3 registers and accepts the offer. 

1 15. (Original) A method as recited in claim 14, wherein permissions are not set up when the 

2 first invitee is not authorized to accept the offer. 

1 16. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, further comprising: 

2 when the first invitee accepts the first offer, storing an indicator that the first invitee 

3 accepted the offer and the date of such acceptance; 

4 when the first invitee does not accept the offer, storing an indicator that the first invitee 

5 did not accept the offer, 

6 when the first invitee registers, storing an indicator regarding the registration and the date 

7 of such registration; and 

8 when the first invitee does not register, storing an indicator that the first invitee did not 

9 register. 

1 17. (Original) A method as recited in claim 16, further comprising providing the indicator 

2 regarding the acceptance, the date of acceptance by the first invitee, and the indicator 

3 regarding registration to the provider when the provider queries regarding the first invitee or 

4 the offer. 

1 1 8. (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, wherein the registration form is presented to 

2 the first invitee by presenting an invitation page having a registration link, the method further 

3 comprising: 

4 presenting an option link in the invitation page, wherein the option can be accessed by 

5 invitees which have already registered; 
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6 presenting an acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee submits the registration 

7 form with identifying information; and 

8 presenting the acceptance link to the first invitee when, the invitee selects the option link 

9 and the first invitee is already registered 

1 19. (Currently Amended) A con^uter system operable to provisioning services within a 

2 computer m essage interchange network, the computer system comprising: 

3 a message interchange network having a plurality of services associated therewith, 

4 each of which are accesdble by others of the plurality of services, each service 

5 representing one or more computer applications on one or more computing devices 

6 accessible to other computing devices through the message interchange network, the 

7 message interchange network being a hosted network overlaying a public network and 

8 operable to mediate messages sent between the services so that each service receives 

9 messages in a format specified by the respective service, without the senders of the 

10 messages being aware of the specified format: 

1 1 one or more processors associated with the message interchange network: 

12 one or more memory associated with the message interchange network, wherein at 

1 3 least one of the processors and memory are adapted for: 

1 4 receiving an offer pertaining to a service, the offer being created by a provider o£thg 

15 service to which the offer pertains, a nd being t ransmitted from a first device to a seeo»4 

1 6 device service manager within the computer m essage interchange networ k, the service 

17 manager being operable to track information pertaining to the offer and to invitees that 

18 are invited to access the service of the offer, and to set up permissions between an 

19 invitee and the service if the invitee accepts the offer; 

20 receiving identifying information regarding one or more invitees to be invited to access 

21 the service of the offer, the one or more invitees being transmitted from the first device to the 

22 se cond device service manager; and 

23 in response to receipt of the offer and the identifying information regarding the one or 

24 more invitees, providing bv the service manager a n invitation to each of the one or more 

25 invitees to access the service of the offe r throngh the message interchange network and 

26 based on the received identifying information. 

1 20, (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 19, wherein the invitation is provided in 

2 the form of an email. 
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1 21 . (Previously Presented) A computer system as recited in claim 19, wherein the invitation 

2 is provided in the form of a message or an FTP (file transfer protocol) drop. 

i 

lj 22. (Original) A computer system as recited m claim 20, wherein the at least one of the 

2 processors and memory are further adapted for: 

3, providing a unique URL address (Uniform Resource Locator) for each one or more 

4 invitees; and 

5 providing the corresponding URL address in the each email to each invitee, wherein the 

6 URL address points to one or more web pages which allows the each invitee to register 

7 identifying information and accept terms for the offer. 

1 23 . (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 22, 

2 wherein the unique URL address is provided to the provider by a provisioning service 

3 implemented on the second device, and 

4 wherein the provider sends the each email to each of the one or more invitees. 

1' 24. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 1 9, wherein the at least one of the 

2 processors and memory are further adapted for storing the offer and its associated one or 

3 more invitees. 

1 25. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 19, wherein the at least one of the 

2 processors and memory are further adapted for presenting a registration input form to a first 

3 invitee of the one or more invitees for the offer when the first invitee accesses the invitation. 

1 26. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 25, wherein the identifying information 

2 received for the first invitee is pre-filled into the presented registration form. 

1 27. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 25, wherein the invitation to the each 

2 one or more invitees further allows the each one or more invitees to accept the invitation. 

1 28. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 27, wherein the at least one of the 

2 processors and memory are further adapted for presenting an acceptance link to the first 

3 invitee when the invitee submits the registration form with identifying information. 

i 

lj 29. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 27, wherein the at least one of the 

2 processors and memory are further adapted for 
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3 setting up permissions between the first invitee and the service when the first invitee 

4 registers and accepts the offer. 

1 30. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 29, wherein permissions are not set up 

2 when the first invitee is not authorized to accept the offer. 

1 31. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 28, wherein the at least one of the 

2 processors and memory are further adapted for 

3 when the first invitee accepts the first offer, storing an indicator that the first invitee 

4 accepted the offer and the date of such acceptance; 

5 when the first invitee does not accept the offer, storing an indicator that the first invitee 

6 did not accept the offer, 

7 when the first invitee registers, storing an indicator regarding the registration and the date 

8 of such registration; and 

9 when the first invitee does not register, storing an indicator that the first invitee did not 
10 register. 

1 32. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 3 1 , wherein the at least one of the 

2 processors and memory are further adapted for providing the indicator regarding the 

3 acceptance, the date of acceptance by the first invitee, and the indicator regarding registration 

4 to the provider when the provider queries regarding the first invitee or the offer. 

1 33. (Original) A computer system as recited in claim 25, wherein the registration form is 

2 presented to the first invitee by presenting an invitation page having a registration link, 

3 wherein the at least one of the processors and memory are further adapted for: 

4 presenting an option link in the invitation page, wherein the option can be accessed by 

5 invitees which have already registered; 

6 presenting an acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee submits the registration 

7 form with identifying information; and 

8 presenting the acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee selects the option link 

9 and the first invitee is already registered. 

1 34. (Currently Amended) A computer program produc t, stored on a machine-readable 

2 medium, for provisioning services within a computer message interchange n etwork, the 

3 computer program product comprising instructions operable to cause a computer to 

4 at lea s t one computer readable medium; 
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5 computer program ins tractions stored within the at least - one computer readabl e 

6 product configured ferf 

7 in a message interchange network having a plurality of services associated 

8 therewiQuea ch of which are accessible hv others of rite nluratitv of services, each 

9 service representing one or more computer applications onjmeor more c nmynrifmff 

10 devices accessible to other computing devices through the message interchange 

11 network, the message interchange network a h osted netwo rk overlaying a public 

12 network and operable to mediate messages sent between the_services so th at each 

13 se rvice receives messages in a format specified b v the respective, service, w ithout the 

14 senders of the messages being aware of the specified_fo_rmat> 

1 5 receiving receive_ an offer pertaining to a service, the offer being created by a provider g£ 

1 6 the service to which the offer pertains, and being transmitted from a first dervice to a 

17 second device service manager w ithin the computer m essage interchange network, the 

18 number being operable to track information pertaining to the offer and to 

19 invitees that are invited to a ccess the service of the offer, and to set np permissions 

20 between an invitee and the service if the invitee accepts the offer: 

21 receiving receive i dentifying information regarding one or more invitees to be invited to 

22 access the service of the offer, the one or more invitees being transmitted from the first 

23 device to the second devie e -service manager; and 

24 in response to receipt of the offer and the identifying information regarding the one or 

25 more invitees, providing provide by the service manager a n invitation to each of the one or 

26 more invitees to access the service of the offer through the message interchange network 

27 and based on the received identifying information. 

1 35. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 34, wherein the invitation is 

2 provided in the form of an email 

1 36. (Original) A method as recited in claim 34, wherein the invitation is provided in the form 

2 of a message or an FTP (file transfer protocol) drop. 

1 37. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in clai m 35, the at least 

2 we computer reada bl e program p roduct fe€$»g-further configurcd-for- comprism g 

3 instructions to : 

4 providin g provide a unique URL address (Uniform Resource Locator) for each one or 

5 more invitees; and 
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6 providing provide t he corresponding URL address in the each email to each invitee, 

7 wherein the URL address points to one or more web pages which allows the each invitee to 

8 register identifying information and accept terms for the offer. 

1 38. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 37, 

2 wherein the unique URL address is provided to the provider by a provisioning service 

3 implemented on the second device, and 

4 wherein the provider sends the each email to each of the one or more invitees. 

1 39. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 37, wherein the each email is 

2 provided by a provisioning service implemented on the second device. 

1 40. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 34, the at least 

2 oae computer readable program p roduct being further configur ed for comprising 

3 instructions to: 

4 s toring store t he offer and its associated one or more invitees. 

1 41. (Original) A computer program product as recited m claim 40, 

2 wherein the offer and its associated one or more invitees are only stored when the 

3 provider is authorized to create the offer, and 

4 wherein the invitation is only provided to the one or more each invitees when the 

5 provider is authorized to create the offer. 

1 42. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 41, the at least 

2 me computer readable program product being-farthe r configured for comprising 

3 injections to; 

4 sending send_an error message to the provider when the provider is not authorized to 

5 create the offer. 

1 43, (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 34, the at least 

2 ore computer readable program p roduct befeag-fiirther eonfigured4or comprising 

3 instructions to: 

4 presenting present a registration input form to a first invitee of the one or more invitees 

5 for the offer when the first invitee accesses the invitation. 
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1 44, (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 43, wherein the identifying 

2 information received for the first invitee is pre-filled into the presented registration form. 

1 45. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 43, wherein the invitation to 

2 the each one or more invitees further allows the each one or more invitees to accept the 

3 invitation. 

1 46. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 34, the at least 

2 ***** computer r fc jirinhlp. program p roduct beifig further eenfi ggged for comprising 

3 instructions to: 

4 pre s entin g present an acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee submits the 

5 registration form with identifying information. 

1 47. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 34, the afrteast 

2 one computer readable program p roduct being further eoniigure d-fap -comprSsing 

3 instructions to : 

4 s etting set up permissions between the first invitee and the service when the first invitee 

5 registers and accepts the offer. 

1 48. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 47 3 wherein permissions are 

2 not set up when the first invitee is not authorized to accept the offer. 

1 49. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 46, the at - kmst 

2 one computer r e adable program p roduct being further configured for comprising 

3 instructions to : 

4 when the first invitee accepts the first offer, storing store a n indicator that the first 

5 invitee accepted the offer and the date of such acceptance; 

6 when the first invitee does not accept the offer, storing store a n indicator that the first 

7 invitee did not accept the offer, 

8 when the first invitee registers, s toring store an indicator regarding the registration and 

9 the date of such registration; and 

1 0 when the first invitee does not register, steefag store a n indicator that the first invitee did 

1 1 not register. 
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1 50. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 49, the at least 

2 one computer readable program product being further confi g nrao drl wcomprising 

3 instructions to: 

4 p rovidin g provide the indicator regarding the acceptance, the date of acceptance by the 

5 first invitee, and the indicator regarding registration to the provider when the provider queries 

6 regarding the first invitee or the offer. 

1 51 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product as recited in claim 43, wherein the 

2 registration form is presented to the first invitee by presenting an invitation page having a 

3 registration link, the at least one computer readable program p roduct being further 

4 configured for comprising instructions to : 

5 presentin g present an option link in the invitation page, therein the option can be 

6 accessed by invitees which have already registered, 

7 pre s entin g present an acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee submits the 

8 registration form with identifying information; and 

9 presentin g present t he acceptance link to the first invitee when the invitee selects the 
1 0 option link and the first invitee is already registered. 
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